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Wine

Make mine a double

Whether it’s neat, on the rocks or the star ingredient in a cocktail, there is something
wonderfully approachable about American whiskey, as Jonathan Ray explains

‘M JUST back from Virginia,
LisA. and went siraight from
lrpert to doctor for an Immie-
diate liver-function rest. Just a
precaution, you understancd. I'd hate vou
pir think | was a complete old soak. The
trauble is | have this werrible weakness for
Amerdcan whiskey, 1 simpdy can’t resise
the syuff, and drank linle else for an entire
week. Hang on, [did also have a decal cof
fiee one day. Oh, and a glass of wateras | beft
the hotel on Friday afternoon, Or maybe it
wils Saturday morning. | forget which.

Anyway. | Just can't help wandering
into whatever bar 1o is than [ find rvsell
an the werge of passing and 1 just can't
help exploring s whiskey selection. | =it
at the polished copper counter, ignore
the baseball om the vast televislon, pon-
der the immaculately siocked, beawifully
Tit range of barles and before the barkeep
has even staried with "HI there. where yall
from 1've macde my choice: an Old-Fash
loned, please. just bo get my eye in. Then
maybe a Four Roses or Makers Mark or
Buffalo Trace or Old Rip Van Winkle on the
rocks as a chaser and, well, just keep them
coming umil 1 fall aff my siool or say stop,

There's Just something so wonderfully
approachable abowr American whiskey
st like Americans themselves, in Gacld
e it neat, ower ice or in such cockealls as
a Boulevardier (like a Negroni but with
bourbon instead of gin), Bourbon Skdecar
{bourbon Instead of cognach, fohn Collins,
Kemucky Kiss dwith strawberries, lemon
Julce and maple syrup), Manhattan, Ming
Julep and soon,

Of course, most of the whiskey one
sees In such establishments s bouwrban,
and most bourbon comes from Kentucky,
But it doesn’t have o, What constliutes
bourbon s sirictly controlled: whiskey
can only claim that precious name if
It's distllled in the USA, s made from a
minimum 51% corn spiri s disilled o
mo more than 160 proof that's 80% wal),
contains no additional colour or Aavour

Six of the Best bourbons and ryes

and spends at least two years maturing in
charred, mew oak harsels,

As home 1o the Three Grean Sins” of
racing. tobacoo and bourbon, Kentucky ks
deeply proud and regards said whiskey as
s oown. Locals particularly haee i 5 you
point out thar bourbon was first distilled in
Virginia, By an Englishman. George Thorpe
from Glowcestershire was one of the carly
settlers and is credied with producing the
first bourban in Vieginia in 1620 by distill-
g @ batch of corm beer, This really sticks
in o Kentuckians craw, amd 1 srrongly sug
gest you identify a qulck and easy exit. and
aren’t o heavily oumumbered before
v decicle 1o drop this sty linke morsel
inter the conversation. Where Thorpe ledl
others followed, By 1799 the disillery a
George Washington's Mount Vernon estate
was producing 1000 gallons of whiskey
per yesar, making Ivone of the krgest in the
couniry. Mow beaurfully restored, it's mak-
ing whiskey once again, using 18t -cenury
methadds and authentic replica sills.

Flsewhere In Virginla, the Open Road
Disnlling Co in Reston blends baught-in
wibsky from Indiana and Teas, and makes
and bhottles s own sublime Maple Old-

“Many of these gorgeous whiskeys are

now finding their way across the pond”

Catoctin Creak Roundstone  Never Say Dic Rye Whiskey
Ry Whiskey (L35, Amathas)  (D64.50, The Whisky World)
Made inaformer Bleckear Namead after anEpaam
showroomin Purcallville, Darby winrar, madsain
Virgines by Backy Harrks, Kantucky and aged furthers
Elijah Craig Small Batch in._. Darbyshire, UK.
Baurbon Balcones Texas Singhe Malt
[E43. Waitrosea) Anaward- Classio Edition (ET2.T5,
winningbeauty from Masterof Matt) From Waco,
Kentucky, narmed aftar Texcas, abeast of awhiskey
ther Fatherof Bourbon’, baloved by its many fans.
Westveard Armerican Single  Resorwoir Vieginia Ayo
Manlt Whiskoy (6155, Master (20,75, Tha Whisky
of Malt) From Portiand, Exchange) A ramarkable
Orepan: o glorious Singhe spicy, soncentrated citrusy)
malt, doubla-pot dstillad chocolateywhiskey from
fromfine Americanpale ale,  Richmond, Virginia.

Fashioned. In Williamsburg, the bonkers
genlus that is Rick Wasmund has con-
verted the bedrooms and basement of
a crappy old motel into the Professor
Branestawm-like Copper Fox Distillery,
proclucing immaculae rve whiskey, bour-
bon and much more, using frulit woods
such as cherry. apple and peach as well
as oak Meanwhile, up the road In Rich-
memd, Diave Cuitino at Reservolr Distillerny
is pushing the boundaries with his wheat,
bourbon and  rye whiskeys,  following
clasely the scrupulous research of Shelley
Sackier an the Virginia Heritage Grain Pro

ject. And In Purcelbville, Becky and Scoat
Harris's Catoctin Creek Distillery - housed
inan old Buick car showroom — ks produc-
ing astoundingly fine rves and bourbons
tha dravw folk from miles around.

Many of these gorgeous whiskeys are
now finding their winy across the pond amd,
although nobody loves Kentucky bourbon
mvire than | do. | urge you 1o ook towards
the bourbons, rves and single mals of, say,
Oregon, Tennessee, Texas and, of course,
Virginia. Simce my liver-function test result
has just this minue come back normal
{thank youw. | knew vou'd be pleased) I'm
celebrating with a lange Vinginia DMsill
ery Co Courage & Convictbon Single Male.
As Dave Cutting a1 Reservolr says: “What
does Virginia taste Ike? Preny darm good”
It sure dowes, yes simmee, Bob.m
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